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mark on account of the violence of the wind and a deluge of
rain.

Commodore A. K. Hughes commanded the naval station at
Port Royal, and when the commanding officer of the Essex re-
ported the ship's arrival and the circumstances of her cruise
and duty, the commodore handed him his orders to tow one of the
monitors to Norfolk as soon as the vessel could be got ready for
sea. Most of these vessels "laying up" at Port Royal had only
skeleton crews on board to keep them in order., but not sufficient
to handle them at sea. Only two or three days were needed to
coal them and detail officers and men to handle their engines and
steer them when taken out of the harbor. The first, assisting
with her own engines, was towed at a nine-knot pace to Norfolk,
making the passage in three and a half days, the weather being
excellent throughout the trip.

Passing the flagship, anchored in the Roads, signal was
received "to proceed to Norfolk without delay, fill up with coal
and return to Hampton Roads for orders.'' As quarantine
against all ports south of the capes had been established at Nor-
folk, when the Essex reached the quarantine station a delay of
over two hours was enforced because the quarantine doctor was
absent from the station in Norfolk. As the Essex had a clean
bill of health from the quarantine doctor at Port Royal, show-
ing a perfect sanitary condition, and misunderstanding a mo-
tion of the hand of the person at the quarantine station, waved
toward Norfolk, to mean we could go on, the Essex proceeded to
the Navy Yard.

The following day, when on shore procuring necessary per-
sonal supplies, the writer was arrested by the sheriff and placed
under bonds of one thousand dollars to appear at court, under
indictment for having violated the quarantine law of the port.
It was not possible to make any explanation of the circumstances,
and but for the kindness of Mr. Benjamin Loyall, a merchant of
Norfolk, who gave the required bail, the writer might have been
obliged to go to jail until the day of trial. However, the Essex
happened to be in Norfolk in August, before sailing for a for-
eign station, and when the case was called for trial the writer
appeared with his bondsman before the judge, who, in a few
minutes, decided the fine to be twenty dollars with costs, andharbor entered without our being able to distinguish a single. W. Richardson.
